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Issue No. 1 

45 Gawthorne Drive, 

Millars Well, Karratha 6714 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

23rd Feb - Family Yarns 
8.30am 

25th Feb - House 
Excursion Yrs 3-6 

26th Feb - TA14 Assembly 

1st Mar - Labour Day 
Public Holiday 

12th Mar - TA10 Assembly 

16th Mar - Kidsafe Visit 
Yrs 1-3 

18th Mar - Close the Gap 

19th Mar - National 
Ride2School Day 
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Principal’s Message 

New families and staff  
As this is our first newsletter for the year, we would like to welcome all families back to 
school. We would also like to welcome all the new families to the school community; we 
are loving having you here at Millars Well. We also have some new staff on board this 
term, and they bring considerable expertise and energy to the team.  
 

Mrs Janice Fox is sharing a Deputy Principal role, working closely with our resident 
numeracy expert, Erin van der Sluys, to support mathematics learning across the school.  
Janice is also supporting students wtith special needs across Years 3-6, and providing 
some challenge opportunities for students who would benefit from extension. She comes 
to Millars Well from Cowaramup Primary school, and brings a wealth of knowledge in the 
areas of student support, literacy, numeracy and digital technologies. 
 

               
              Janice Fox            Amy Smeding                             Catherine Wall 
Ms Amy Smeding joins the team as a Curriculum Development Specialist. Amy is an 
experienced literacy coach and curriculum designer who has until now been working at a 
high performing school in Perth. Her role at Millars Well is to support teachers to extend 
their knowledge of current, research-supported literacy practices that have high impact for 
all learners. She is focusing principally on literacy programs across K-6. 
 
Mrs Catherine Wall is new to our school, having previously worked at Baynton West 
Primary School. With a rich and varied career in schools to share, we are delighted to 
have Catherine join the early childhood team. She will be working closely with other 
teachers in the K-PP team: Kylee Saunders, Casey Hemmings, Deirdre Patterson, Jessica 
Reid and Melanie Butler, along with our ECE education assistants Lisa Moore, Ady 
Richards, Leesa Butler. Angela Ilich and Sharyne Bingham. 

 

 

Millars Well Primary School is a collaborative, safe, vibrant school, focusing on values, literacy and numeracy. 
All students are empowered to realise their full potential as happy, independent, responsible members of our 
rapidly changing society. In achieving this vision, parents are partners in the education of their children. 

 



  

Miss Kate Roff is a physical education specialist who has just started at Millars Well PS. She works with us on a 
part time basis to help raise our students’ activity levels, fitness and skills. Kate is a real bundle of energy and our 
students are loving working with her. 
 

Noelene Bradley and Natasha Regan have joined us as permanent, full-time education assistants working 
principally with Year 1-6 students. We value their commitment and experience and are very pleased indeed to 
have them on board. 
 

               
         Natasha Regan                Noelene Bradley        Kate Roff 
 

Farewells 
Just as we have farewelled some students from Millars Well, we are also sad to say goodbye to our fabulous 
AIEO and all-round support person, Mrs Tamara Ware, who is moving with her family to Perth. We will miss her 
compassion, drive, commitment to all our students, and her sense of fun. 
 

Seesaw  
Seesaw invitation notes were sent home with all students last week. If you have not received a 
QR code note inviting you to join Seesaw, please contact your child’s class teacher or the school 
office, and we can send you another. Your link can also be emailed, or sent via SMS. It’s very 
quick and easy to join up to be connected with your child’s class. We would love to see ALL of 
our families connected, so we can share news, photos and information with you to keep you in 
the loop about all things Millars Well PS!!  
 

Carpark Safety 
It is important that children to walk along the footpaths rather than through carparks during pick up and drop off. 
We encourage students to follow the yellow footpath or walk along the Gawthorne Drive side path. Students 
should jump off their bikes or scooters and walk across the zebra crossing at the Pre-Primary end entrance. 
Students coming in at the canteen carpark need to to hop off their wheels and walk along the edge of the carpark 
to the small gate near the basketball courts rather than riding though the carpark. 
 

We remind parents to avoid parking in the Kiss and Drop zone next to the footpath near the Pre-Primary gate 
please. If you would like to walk your child to class, please drive through to an empty bay. This will make drop offs 
safer for everyone. For their own safety, please do not leave children in cars while you collect others, even with 
the air-conditioner running.   
 

We know that the markings in the carpark are confusing. We are waiting for contractors to be available to repaint 
markings, including yellow paths and a zebra crossing across the exit driveway. The car park bay lines will be 
painted at the same time – the YELLOW lines are the ones we should be using, and the white ones will be 
painted out.   
 

In the meantime, we thank all our families for their patience. People are driving slowly, doing another loop if there 
are no parking spots available, and watching out for those navigating their ways to and from vehicles. This is all 
greatly appreciated.  
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Playground Committee – A callout from Zoe Rutherford (School Council Chair) 
 
To all MWPS Families - We need you!  
 
As promised, we are starting the planning of the Nature Playground for MWPS. This is a big job and needs 
community input. We are putting together a team of parents to work in conjunction with the P&C and School 
Council to plan and complete this project; however this team will be separate to both of those groups and will 
only focus on the Nature Playground.  
 
The team needs to be made up of people that are keen to help and are able 
to offer physical assistance. We really need mums and dads that have a 
variety of different skills: engineers, carpenters, labourers, boilermakers, 
concrete/landscapers, administrators, finance gurus and so much more. We 
know that people have been keen to see this project proceed for some time - 
please get involved, as the time is NOW!  
 
Please bring along all of your research and ideas. Once we get expressions 
of interest we will hold a brainstorming session for all families to attend and 
put their ideas forward for what you want, what you can offer, how you think 
we can achieve the best result, where the playground/s should go. Look for 
inspiration: what parks do your kids love? Dampier Playground, Baynton 
West Playgrounds, Broome's Town Beach Nature Park, Woodbridge Park… 
Come to the session armed with ideas! Do we want a theme? Pirates / Safari 
/ Castle / mini Military Obstacle Course.  
 
After the brainstorming session we will write up a proposal / plan for approval,  
and then we need to start applying for funding, community grants, fundraising 
if necessary and seeing what the local families and business are willing to donate in terms of time, money, skills 
and items (concrete pipes, plants, ropes, decking, wood, boats etc). We want to get moving quickly and have our 
playground in place sooner rather than later.  
 
Please let us know if you can be on the team or help in any way, and also let us know your preferred time for the 
brainstorming session: Sunday afternoon – 28th March? Monday evening 29th March? - Wednesday evening 31st 
March?  
 
You can leave a message with the school on the office email (MillarsWell.PS@education.wa.edu.au) or contact 
our team co-ordinator Jodie Swaffer via email jodie@nwrecycling.com.au or mobile 0408 760 541.  
 

 
 
 

Recycling 
 

A reminder that the blue Containers for Change recycling bins located around 
the school grounds can be used by students to deposit the bottles they bring to 
school or buy from the canteen, as well as by parents making donations of their 
bottles and cans. These bins are organised and maintained by our P&C 
volunteers, and funds raised through the container deposit scheme go directly to 
the Millars Well P&C to be used on school projects such as the planned nature 
playground.  
 

It is great to see families bringing donated bottles and cans in to school to help the 
P&C. To make this easier for parents, a blue bin will be placed in the main carpark 
and another in the canteen end carpark at pick up and drop off times each day.  
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Daily Fitness 
To make sure they are alert and ready to learn, our students start the day with a quick fitness session designed to 
raise their heart rates and build their strength and skills. Parents are very welcome to join in these sessions as a 
participant or group leader – our students love having their parents take part in games and drills. Just let your child’s 
teacher know you are up for the challenge!  
 

To make sure that activity is safe, it is very important that our students are wearing appropriate footwear. 
Sneakers/joggers/sandshoes or sandals with straps are fine, but thongs are not safe for running around in. We 
thank parents for their assistance in ensuring that students wear suitable footwear to school each day.  
 

Who to talk to 
If you would like information about school routines (such as school dates), activities (such as excursions or 
swimming), procedures (such as reporting absences or paying school contributions and charges) please contact our 
School Officer Donna Ditterich in the front office. You can email the office at millarswell.ps@education.wa.edu.au 
or phone on 9187 6900. 
 

For questions about the canteen or uniform shop, Donna will direct you to the P&C facebook page or to P&C 
volunteers who can assist. Rebecca Scolari in the canteen can provide up to date information. You can use the 
quickclick app to conveniently order school uniform items and lunches, which will then be delivered to your child in 
their classroom.  
 

If you have a concern about your child’s learning, or are unsure about their progress, classwork, homework, or 
social development, please speak to their class teacher. Either message the teacher directly through Seesaw, or 
phone the front office to arrange an appointment time. Teachers will be happy to talk to you over the phone or in 
person.  
 

If you are still unsure or concerned, or want further information, you can ask the class teacher to arrange a case 
conference with one of our deputy principals (Janice Fox, Fiona Byrne or Erin van der Sluys). They might seek your 
permission to have additional consultants involved, such as our school psychologist, or a visiting teacher from the 
Disabilities, the Behaviour or the Health team. Either way, your concern will be taken seriously and we will work with 
you to make sure your child is receiving the help or adjustments they require.  
 

If you have a concern or complaint about a teacher or student, or if you want to discuss the school’s response to an 
incident or any school policies or procedures, the best person to speak to is our principal, Wendy Moore. You can 
contact the school office to arrange an appointment time, or email direct on wendy.moore@education.wa.edu.au. 
She would also love to receive positive feedback from you if you have appreciated the efforts or assistance of our 
teaching or support staff, so this can be acknowledged and passed on.  
 
 

 

P&C AGM – Tomorrow evening! 
The AGM for our fabulous P&C Association is being held 
tomorrow (Tuesday 23rd February) from 7pm in the school 
meeting room, adjacent to the staffroom.  
Light refreshments will be available. The AGM will be 
followed by a general meeting. All positions are vacant, and 
the P&C is keen to see new volunteers involved.  Come 
along, be part of the team, and contribute to fantastic new 
facilities for the school. It going to feel good to be part of 
building a great educational experience for your children.  
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Prefects and Faction Captains 
Congratulations to our new school prefects and faction captains, who were voted in by their peers and staff this 
week after giving speeches that outlined their attributes for these important roles.  
 

These students will have the opportunity to develop and showcase their leadership abilities throughout Semester 1. 
They will be led and supported by Miss Jessica Reid.  
 

       
L:R Our Prefects Mahalia, Liam, Sanne, Emillia & Kobie        Faction Cpts: Samantha, Malakai, Indi, Tully, Sophia,  
         Xavier & Aidan Absent: Michael  
 

We congratulate all students who nominated. They showed great initiative and presented themselves very well. In 
congratulating those who were elected, we also pay special tribute to those who were not successful this time 
around. A second team of student leaders will take the reins in Semester 2 – we encourage all students to display 
leadership attributes to show their readiness to take on these roles when the next opportunity arises.  
 

Front office upgrade 
It’s great to now have the admin block reopened and to be settled into a fully functioning office space! We now have 
a welcoming lobby, an interview room where we can meet parents for case conferences, and a properly fitted out 
sick bay to keep an eye on students while they are waiting to be collected if unwell. Our Manager Corporate 
Services, Tammy Brown, has led the project to fruition, and we are very grateful for her expertise. We appreciate 
the contribution of the Department of Education to funding this major project for our school. 
 

               

 

 



                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadly Mob 
The Deadly Mob is a committee of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander senior students who meet with Ms. Vidler 
regularly to talk about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education issues, values and ideas. They are the voice 
of our Indigenous students.  
 

Deadly Mob Vision – made by the 2020 Deadly Mob students: To create a safe place where everyone 
belongs, can be stand up kids, be proud of our culture and become leaders. We will empower Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander kids to be proud of and share our culture with our mates at school. 
 

This term, students are looking at how to represent Aboriginal English more at Millars Well and will observe Close 
the Gap day on 18th March.  Tuesday 23rd February will be the 1st Family Yarns starting at 8.30am in TA5.    
 

 

 
                                              L:R Malakai, Elsie, Laylah, Shari, Glen, Nic and Hilda 
Attendance Winners 
Attendance tokens is just one way that we encourage regular attendance at MWPS. Students who attend school in 
a fortnight with attendance of 90% or more gets a token. Once a fortnight a name gets drawn out and the student 
receives a $10 gift voucher to spend at Kmart or Target. Congratulations to Georgia, Grace and Van.  
 

  

 


