
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

To assist you during this time we have outlined what Year 1/2 students have been focusing 

on in Term 1.  Students can revise these concepts at home.  They are a guide to what to 

search for if you are wanting to access free websites to support your child’s learning.   

English Mathematics 

Phonics: students are either working through Phase 
2 or Phase 3 of Letters and Sounds. Each week, they 
are introduced to 1-2 new phonemes (sounds) on a 
word and sentence level. Phonics Play (link below) 
has games and activities to assist students with 
learning their sounds.  Activities include reading, 
writing (dictation) and spelling. 
 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/   
There is a free offer at the moment 

Place value and patterns – please work with 2 and 3 
digit numbers with activities such as: numbers before 
and after, one less/more, partitioning (standard – 
hundreds/ tens and ones), expanded notation and 
ascending and descending number patterns (skip 
counting in 2s, 10s, 5s and 3s). 

Addition – Friends of 10, 20 and 100, doubling, 
building to 10, bridging, part-part whole 
 

Length – Measure, order and compare objects. Using 
uniform informal units such as block, hand spans, 
straws, paperclips. 
 

Reading: students have been reading and 
completing activities using levelled decodable 
readers. Decodable readers teach children to blend 
sounds into words when they read and the aligned 
spelling activities teach them to segment words into 
sounds when they spell. Decodable books offer 
children an opportunity to practise reading 
phonemes they have learnt with guaranteed 
success. Some decodable readers are available on 
SPLD and our school website. Please contact your 
classroom teacher regarding your child’s level. 
 
Please read every day to your child.  

Statistics and Probability - Language of Chance: will 

happen, won’t happen, might happen, certain, 

impossible, probably, likely, unlikely (With simple 

pictures first). Recognise and describe the element of 

chance in familiar activities and events- I might play 

with my friend after school. 

Shape -  Recognise and classify familiar 2D shapes 

using edges, corners and faces (circle triangle square, 

rectangle, oval, pentagon, hexagon, octagon). Describe 

and draw two-dimensional shapes, with and without 

the use of digital technologies. 

 

Writing 
Students are learning to write a 5-part narrative following a Finding Tale plot pattern. Below is an outline of 
what a Finding Tale encompasses, an example the students have orally learnt and some sentence openers for 
your child to write their own 5-part finding tale. We have been teaching students to use one or more simple 
sentences to write each part at this stage. 

Story 
structure 

Finding Tale Plot Pattern 
The aspects of a finding 
tale plot pattern.  What it 
includes. 

A Mouse Called Molly 
Students have orally learnt this story. 

Sentence 
Starters 
Students use 
these to write 
their own 
story 

Opening Introduce the MC and 
setting 

Once upon a time there was a tiny mouse called 
Molly, who lived in a small, dark hole in the long, 
tall grass. 

Once upon a 
time, 
 

Build-up MC goes somewhere and 
finds something 

Late one night, Molly felt hungry so she snuck out 
of the small, dark hole in the long, tall grass. She 
crept into Ms Bradshaw’s house where she found 
some cheese. 

Late one 
night, 

Problem Something goes wrong 
because of the 
something found 

Unfortunately, SNAP went the trap! Ms Bradshaw 
woke up, she could hear something scratching, 

Unfortunately, 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


something scrabbling, something squeaking. She 
rushed down stairs.  

Resolution MC sorts it out Luckily, only Molly’s tail got caught. She frantically 
wriggled free from the trap, and scrambled through 
the long, tall grass and into her small, dark hole. 

Luckily, 

Ending All is well again and 
lessons have been learnt. 

In the end, Molly went to the nearby blueberry 
bush to get something to eat. She knew better 
now. 

In the end, 

 

Helpful Websites 

www.millarswellps.wa.edu.au  Our school’s website.  You will find learning at home ideas.  Any new 
information and activities will be added to this website.  Please check it 
regularly. 

www.education.wa.edu.au The Education Department’s website.  Keep up to date with state news 
here. 

www.readingeggs.com.au Every student in the school has a log on and access to this website.  Your 
child’s teacher will have handed out details at the start of the year.  If 
you are having difficulties with logging on please email 
fiona.byrne@education.wa.edu.au and provide your child’s first and last 
name. 

https://www.speld-
sa.org.au/services/phonic-
books.html 

Free decodable readers and activities. 

Bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/ 
Articles/z3c6tfr 

Dance Mat Typing: practise typing skills in a fun way.  Free activities and 
games. 

www.twinkl.com.au Website with worksheets, power points and other resources.  To get your 
one month free access, simply go to: www.twinkl.com.au.offer and enter 
the code: AUSTRCODE.  Search any of the above concepts that your 
child’s teacher has given to find worksheets and activities. 

www.teachstarter.com Website with worksheets, power points and other resources.  Teachers 
and parents can sign up for a free Teach Starter account and upgrade to 
access one month of Teach Starter Plus absolutely free. Teach Starter 
Plus gives you access to everything Teach Starter has to offer. 
https://www.teachstarter.com/freeplus/  Search any of the above 
concepts that your child’s teacher has given to find worksheets and 
activities. 

www.drpaulswan.com.au Western Australian Professor in Mathematics.  At school we use his 
activities.  Free downloadable games and activities. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Denise Westberg, Ann McComb and Casey Hemmings 

Year 1/2 Teachers 
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